Major appropriation categories (General Fund basis)

Here are the major spending categories for FY 2024-25 and their shares of the General Fund. Source:

the state budget briefing.

% of General

Category Fund Approx Dollar Amount*

Health Care (via Dept. of Health Care Policy & ~39.0% ~ $5.66 billion (32% of
Financing) $17.7Db)

K-12 Education ~29.1% ~ $5.15 billion

Higher Education ~10.7% ~$1.90 billion

Human Services ~8.0% ~$1.42 billion
Corrections ~4.8% ~ $0.85 billion

Judicial ~4.1% ~$0.73 billion

Other (all remaining) ~11.3% ~ $2.00 billion

*Rounded estimates based on multiplying share x $17.7 billion.
Beyond the General Fund, when you include all funds and other sources:
e Health Care (all funds) accounts for ~ 36.6% of total state appropriations.

e Education (all funds) drops to ~ 17.9% of total state appropriations.
e Transportation ~ 4.7% of total state appropriations.

Graphical (text) representation

Here’s a simple bar-style text graph of the General Fund allocations:
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Notes & caveats

o These figures reflect state appropriations, not necessarily all tax dollars collected (some tax
dollars are refunded, directed to local governments, or collected but not spent).

e Because Colorado’s budget includes many “earmarked” revenues (fees, federal funds, cash
funds) and the constitutional revenue limit (TABOR), the General Fund is only part of the
picture. (Colorado General Assembly)

e Some spending categories (e.g., transportation, natural resources) receive large portions of cash
funds and federal funds, so their share of the General Fund is smaller but all-funds share might
be larger.

e The graph above is simplified: within each major category there are many subprograms (for
example, Health Care includes Medicaid, long-term care, etc).

e The numbers are rounded and based on the best available public reports; actual appropriations
may vary with legislation.



https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/r24-1030_understanding_the_state_budget_2024-accessible.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

